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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT ALHAMDI ON YEMENI ARMED FORCES 

BEGIN SUMMARY. PRESIDENT AL-AHMDI DURING MAY 9 TALK 
DESCRIBED YEMEN'S CONTINUING NEED TO MODERNIZE ITS ARMED 
FORCES PARTICULARLY THE AIR FORCE. IN LATTER CONNECTION 
HE CATEGORICALLY DENIED MIG 21S WOULD BE DELIVERED TO YEMEN, 
ALTHOUGH HE ADMITTED MIG 17S WOULD COME AS PART OF OLD 
SOVIET/YEMENI AGREEMENT. AT SAME TIME AL-HAMDI ASKED 
FOR STATUS OF SAUDI REQUEST FOR F-5S FOR YEMENI AIR FORCE. 

I TOLD HIM THAT US REPLY TO SAUDI REQUEST STILL UNDER 
ADVISEMENT. HE HOPED FOR EARLY RESPONSE. THUS FAR 
AL-HAMDI HAS TWICE TOLD ME MIG 21S NOT RPT NOT ARRIVING 
BUT THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT IF AMERICAN OR OTHER WESTERN 
SOURCES NOT FORTCHOMING HE WILL NOT BE PREPARED TO SOVIETS. 

END SUMMARY. 
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1 . DURING MAY 9 TALK, PRESIDENT ALAHAMDI DISCUSSED WITH ME 
THE CURRENT STATE OF THE YEMENI ARMED FORCES. AL-AHMDI 
EMPHASIZED THAT DESPITE MUCH APPREICATED ASSISTANCE FROM 
THE SAUDIS, THESE FORCES STILL NEED MUCH IN THE WAY OF 
MODERNIZATION AND RE-TRAINING, PARTICULARLY IN THE AIR 
FORCE WHICH HE SAID FOR YEMEN IS A "SENSITIVE" MATTER. 

IN THIS LATTER REGARD, HE NOTED THAT PDRY AND SOMALIA HAVE 
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BEEN PROVIDED WITH MODERN SOVIET EQUIPMENT ESPECIALLY THEIR 
RESPECTIVE AIR FORCES. THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED THAT NOW 
ETHIOPIA HAS ALSO BECOME THE RECIPIENT OF SOVIET EQUIP- 
MENT. THESE DEVELOPMENTS DEEPLY CONCERN YEMEN BECAUSE IT 
CONSIDERS ITSELF VULNERAABLE AS A RESULT OF THE MODERATE 
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL POLICIES IT HAS BEEN FOLLOWING OVER 
THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN TO THE LIKING OF 
THE SOVIETS AND THEIR LOCAL FIRENDS. 

2. WEHN I ASKED PRESIDENT ALAHMADI ABOUT THE RUMORS GOING 
AROUND SANA THAT MIG 21S WOULD SOON BE DELIVERED TO YEMENI 
AIR FORCE, PRESIDENT LAUGHINGLY REJOINED THERE ARE ASLO 
RUMORS THAT YEMEN WILL BE GETTING THE ATOMIC BOMB. HE 
CONTINUED MORE SERIOUSLY BY REPLYING NOT ONCE BUT TWICE 
THAT YEMEN WILL NOT RPT NOT BE OBTAINING ANY MIG 21S BUT 
RATHER UNDER TERMS OF OLD AGREEMENTS SIGNED WITHSOVIET 
UNION BEFORE HE ASSUMED OFFICE MIG 17S WILL BE ENENTUALLY 
DELIVERED. 

3. THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE BEEN 
DRAGGING THEIR FEET IN PROVIDING THE YEMENI AIR FORCE WITH 
SPARE PARTS FOR THE PRESENT MIG 17S IN THE YEMENI AIR FORCE 
INVENTORY WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS IN VERY BAD CONDITION. HE 
SAID THAT RECENTLY THESE PLANES NEEDED RUBBER TIRES AND THE 
YEMENI GOVERNMENT ASKED THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT SEVERAL 
TIMES FOR THIS ITEM WITH THE SOVIETS DELAYING THEIR REPLY 
UNTIL ONLY A FEW WEEKS AGO. ALTHOUGH A POSITIVE REPLY WAS 
FINALLY GIVEN, THE YEMENIS WERE REQUIRED TO SEND ONE OF THEIR 
OWN PLANES TO MOSCOW TO PICK UP THE TIRES. 
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4. AL-AHMDI SAID THAT IT WAS TACTICS LIKE THESE WHICH MADE 
THE MATTER OF OBTAINING AN ALTERNATIVE SOURCE OF SUPPLY 
FOR THE AIR FORCE A CRITICAL ISSUE. AT THE SAME TIME THE 
SOVIET ADVISORS REMAINING IN THE AIR FORCE TAKE EVERY OPPOR 
TUNITY TO FAN THE DISCONTENT OF THE PILOTS OVER THE AIR FORCE'S 
LACK OF NEW AIRCRAFT. 

5. THE PRESIDENT THEN ASKED ME WAHT THE STATUS OF THE SAUDI 
REQUEST FOR PRICE AND AVAILABILITY DATA ON THE F-5S WAS. 

I TOLD HIM THE MATTER WAS STILL UNDER STUDY AND THAT I HOPED 
A REPLY WOULD BE AVAILABLE IN THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS. 

AL-HAMDI OBSERVED THAT HE REALIZES THE USG DOES NOT WISH TO 
ENGAGE IN ARMS RACES AROUND THE WORLD BUT AT THE SAME TIME THE 
USG IS UNDER OBLIGATIONS TO HELP ITS FRIENDS FACE THREATS 
COMING TO THEM FROM EXTREMIST NEIGHBORS. AL-HAMDI NOTED 
THIS ESPECIALLY TRUE IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD WHERE 
THE SOVIETS HAVE MADE SPECIAL EFFORTS TO ENTRENCH THEMSELVES 
IN PDRY, IN SOMALIA AND NOW IN ETHIOPIA. AL-HAMDI STRESSED 
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THAT YEMEN ONLY WANTS ARMS TO PROTECT ITSELF FROM THE THREAT 
OF EXTREMISM WHICH HE REMINDED ME ONLY SEVERAL YEARS AGO 
TOOK THE FORM OF INVASION OF YEMEN FROM THE SOUTH. AL-HAMDI 
CONCLUDED BY HOPING THAT THE USG WOULD GIVE A FAVORABLE REPLY 
TO THE SAUDI REQUEST FOR F-5S FOR EVENTUAL DELIVERY TO THE 
YEMENI AIR FORCE. 

6. COMMENT: AL-HAMDI'S CATEGORIC STATEMENT THAT NO MIG 21S 
ARE COMING IS CONFIRMATION OF WHAT HE HAS TOLD ME IN PAST. 

THIS DOES NOT MEAN, HOWEVER, THAT SHOULD HE FAIL TO 
LINE UP A WESTERN OR AMERICAN ALTERNATIVE, HE WILL REFRAIN 
FROM TURNING AGAIN TO THE SOVIETS FOR THE MIG 21S. 
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